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WHAT’S THE BUZZ?
Current events from the Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association
and bee news in general
In this issue:
• Field Day 2018
•Next ACBA meeting
•Tips for newbees
• ACBA news and

events

Field Day 2018
The Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s Association
Field Day 2018 went very well. There was a lot of
fun, a lot of learning, and a lot of good food!
Rick Becker demonstrated a hive inspection and
answered a lot of questions about beekeeping.
He even did an alcohol wash test for varroa mites.
Terry & Jen Sickafuse demonstrated how to treat
for mites with oxalic acid vapor. Jacob Kurtz
demonstrated splitting hives. Thank you to
everyone who participated!

ACBA Events at a
glance
Next ACBA meeting:
Saturday
June 23rd
12pm

At the Jefferson
United Methodist
Church
You do not need to
be a member to
attend. Bring a dish to
share.

Next Meeting is June 23
The next ACBA meeting will be June 23 and will be located at the Jefferson United
Methodist Church in the Angel Wing entrance. The address is 125 E Jefferson St,
Jefferson, OH 44047. We will be testing out a different room of the building than the
one we used for the May meeting.
Peggy Garnes will be giving a talk about sustainable nucs. Potluck lunch @ 12pm,
presentation @ 1pm, ACBA meeting to follow. Please bring a dish to share, there is
no cost to attend, and you do not need to be a member.
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TIPS FOR NEWBEES:
Doing a hive inspection
Inspecting the hive is one of the most common activities for a beekeeper, especially
a first-year beekeeper. It’s thrilling to open the hive and watch the bees doing their
work, to spot the queen and see her laying eggs, to see comb being drawn out and
filled with brood, pollen, and nectar.
But it can also be confusing if you aren’t sure what you should be looking for or if you
see something odd. If you started with empty foundation, you should see more drawn
comb each time you open the hive. I count the number of frames of each kind I see:
empty foundation, drawn comb, brood, and honey/pollen. I make sure to record the
numbers for each hive in my inspection sheet or notebook. After the inspection, I
check my records to see if I have more frames of one type or another than I did before. If I have more drawn comb or more honey, the bees don’t need to be fed because we’re probably in a honey flow. If I have the same amount or less honey, we’re
probably in a dearth and I might need to feed my bees.
If you have two boxes on your hive, the top box will probably have more honey
frames and the bottom will probably have more brood frames. The outsides of the
box will also probably have honey frames and the center will have brood frames.
When I pick up a brood frame, I first quickly look for the queen. Then I check the
frame for the amount of each kind of brood I see. I look for capped brood, larvae, and
eggs. I want to see a 4-2-1 ratio of 4 parts capped brood, 2 parts open larvae, and 1
part eggs. That means I should have twice as much capped brood as larvae, and
twice as much larvae as eggs on each brood frame. This time of year, it’s also common and normal to see some drone brood along the bottom of the frame. I work
through the box from one end to the other, doing the same steps for each frame and
marking what I see on my inspection sheet. If I find the queen, I make sure to be very
careful of that frame and keep her location in mind so I don’t harm her accidentally.
After I find the queen, I don’t need to be as gentle with the rest of the frames.
You can find a very good article from Mann Lake about doing a hive inspection, complete with pictures, by following this link. Sharon Riccio was good enough to share
this information with us.
But what if you see something odd and you aren’t sure whether it means there’s a
problem in your hive? What does foulbrood or nosema look like, and how can you
recognize it? What if your wax turns dark? Is that OK? You can find a very good video with pictures of all of these situations by following this link. I’ve discussed this
video before, but I think it’s important to revisit now that you’re out in your hives on a
regular basis. I highly recommend you watch it at least once.

Feeding
Some people were asking at the May meeting about feeding bees and recipes to use
to make sugar water and candy. You can find some good recipes for sugar water and
when to feed by following this link.
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Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s
Association news and events
Next meeting: Saturday, June 23rd at new location: Jefferson United Methodist Church,
125 East Jefferson St. Potluck lunch @ 12pm followed by discussion @ 1pm. Topic will be
sustainable nucs. No cost to attend, you do not need to be a member. Please bring a dish or
dessert to share.
The Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s Association can be contacted through Facebook by
clicking this link or by searching Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association.

Left: frame showing cells
of capped honey (far
left), pollen (center), and
nectar (center right).
You can also see some
capped brood in the far
right and a few cells of
uncapped larvae.

Left: frame showing a
classic ‘sunset’ brood
laying pattern.

Left: inverted frame
showing a queen cell.
This queen cell was
hanging off the bottom of
the frame and is not yet
completely closed.

Left: a queen cup, also
known as a practice cup.
It is normal for them to
build these and then tear
them down and it does
not always indicate that
they are making a queen
cell. Look for a larvae
inside the cell. Practice
cups will be empty but
queen cells will not.

