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ACBA Events at a
glance
Next ACBA meeting:
Saturday, July 22
12-3pm

Pollinator Identification
At the June ACBA meeting, the speaker was
Rose Mary Burns, who gave a great presentation
about different types of native and non-native
bees. Did you know that, while honey bees are
not native to North America, there are about 500
bee species that are native to Ohio alone? There
are other pollinators that look like bees but are
not. Try to identify the bee in the pictures below.
One of these is a bee and one is not. Can you tell
which is which? The answer is below the photos.
You can learn more about pollinator identification
by on the picture at the bottom of the page and by
visiting this website: http://ohioline.osu.edu/
factsheet/ENT-57

Presented by Rose Mary Burns

Other Events:

Alex’s Lemonade
Stand event @
Applebee’s
Wednesday, July 19
3-8pm
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Answer: the picture on the left is not a bee, it is a fly! The picture on
the right is a bee. It is a sweat bee.

Photo courtesy Ohio State University Extension

This newsletter was written and designed by James Baker. Questions or comments, please call (440) 645-0659
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Bears!
Bears were a major topic of discussion at the
June meeting. A beekeeping couple in Pierpont
reported that a bear had broken into their hives
twice. While black bears are still considered endangered in Ohio, their population is growing, as
are the number of bear sightings reported to the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources. Black
bears are generally not aggressive, but they can
become a nuisance if they destroy property, and
they can cause a lot of damage to a bee yard! The
best way to keep bears away from hives is with an
electric fence. If you see a bear, you should try to
document it if you can safely do so. Even if you do
not document the bear, you should still report it to
the ODNR.
Information about bears in Ohio can be found at
this web address: http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/
species-and-habitats/species-guide-index/
mammals/black-bear
Information about living safely with bears, including
how to report a bear sighting, can be found at this
web address: http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/speciesand-habitats/nuisance-wildlife/black-bears-in-ohio
Photo courtesy New Hampshire Fish
and Game: http://
www.wildlife.state.nh.us/hunting/ar.html

Information about installing an electric fence to deter bears from your hives can be found at this web
address: http://www.bearsmart.com/managingcommunities/electric-fencing/

June 19-25: Pollinator
Week!
Pollinator Week is an annual event designed to increase awareness about the need for pollinators like
bees, butterflies, and other insects.
You can still celebrate Pollinator Week by planting pollinator friendly plants around your home. Find pollinatorfriendly plants easily by using the Ecoregional Planting
Guides provided by Pollinator Partnership (our area is
titled ‘Eastern Broadleaf Forest’). They even have an
app you can download to your phone.
You can find information about Pollinator Week and find
Pollinator Week events at this web address: http://
www.pollinator.org/pollinatorweek/

Photo courtesy pollinator.org
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TIPS FOR NEWBEES
What should my hive be
doing this time of year?
For a new beekeeper, it can be hard to know whether your hive is healthy and thriving, and
whether there are any problems that you aren’t yet adept at catching in their early stages. While
every situation is different and every hive has as much of its own personality as every beekeeper,
there are a some general characteristics that can indicate that a hive is in good shape at this point
in the year. So, what should a healthy hive look like?
If you started the year with bees, either overwintered, packages or
nucs, you should have at least two deep hive bodies around 80% full of
brood, larvae, honey, and pollen. Frames should have all three stages
of larvae (eggs, larvae, and capped brood) as well as some pollen and
capped honey at the edges. The pattern should roughly resemble a
sunset, as in the picture to the left. The queen should be laying reliably,
with almost all cells containing brood, pollen or honey. Few to no brood
or eggs, low populations of adults bees in the hive, or a large proportion
of drones in the hive can all be signs of trouble. You may have lost the
queen.
The bees should be gentle and calm. Don’t neglect to wear your veil
and gloves, but the bees should not be very aggressive. Aggressive
bees can be a sign of trouble. They might be stressed out about something.

Photo courtesy James Baker,
taken during 2017 ACBA field
day.

You should also probably have at least one honey super on your hive
which is drawn out with wax and which the bees are starting to fill. You may have more than one
super at this point in the year. June is usually a main honey flow month in Ohio, so you shouldn’t
be treating with most medications at this point. Never treat if you have honey supers on, unless
the honey will not be used for human consumption. Honey flow might slow down into July, but it
will pick up again toward the fall. You can read more about how the current the honey flow is doing here: http://americanbeejournal.com/u-s-honey-crops-markets-june-2017/
Make sure that your bees have enough room to grow so they don’t get the urge to swarm, and
also watch out for hive invaders like ants or wasps. A healthy hive should be able to defend itself
against intruders, so ants or wasps or other insects inside the hive may be a sign that the hive is
weak and possibly in need of help.
If you suspect trouble in one of your hives, get advice from an ACBA member. Remember, every
hive is different and every situation is different, so your hives may not align exactly with what is
described above, and that does not always mean trouble.

Why can’t I find the
queen?
It can be frustrating for new beekeepers when they
have trouble locating the queen during a hive inspection. It’s good to locate the queen to ensure that she is
alive and healthy, and so you do not accidentally kill
her during the inspection. It is not required to find the
queen as long as you see eggs, larva, and capped
brood. Spotting the queen is often not as easy as it
sounds. Look closely at the picture to the left. There is
a queen in this photo. Can you see her?
She’s nearly at the center of the picture, but with her
head inside the cell as it is, it is difficult to distinguish
her from the other bees. You can see her extended
abdomen, especially if you compare it to the length of
her wings. In a worker, the wings and abdomen are
nearly the same length.

Photo courtesy TheBlessingsofBees

So don’t get discouraged if it takes a lot of practice
before you can find the queen. Instead, try looking for eggs and young brood, which indicate that
the queen is present and performing well.

What’s the Buzz?
June 2017, Page 4

Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s
Association news and events

Next meeting: Saturday, July 22
The next ACBA meeting will be held Saturday, July 12 beginning at noon with a potluck lunch
(please bring a dish to share) and the meeting at 1pm. The guest speaker will be Lisza Christine
and the topic will be bee conservation. This meeting is open to the public and nonmembers are
welcome.

Alex’s Lemonade Stand event @ Applebee’s: Wednesday, July 19, 3-8 pm
Applebee’s in Ashtabula is hosting a public event in their parking lot in support of Alex’s Lemonade
Stand, a fundraising event for cancer research. The ACBA is planning to have a booth set up and
is looking for volunteers to help with setup beginning at 2pm, to man the booth, and to help with
cleanup. If you would like to volunteer, please contact ACBA secretary Sharon Riccio.

Contact Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s
Association on Facebook!
Follow this link: https://www.facebook.com/
AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc/
Or search @AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc on Facebook.com

Non-bee Nature: Cricket Song
I, like almost everyone, love the sound of crickets chirping. I love lots of other types of ‘nature music’ too, but chirping crickets are so iconic of a warm, calm summer evening. Have you heard that
the sound of cricket’s chirping, if slowed waaaayyy down, sounds like a chorus singing? There’s an
internet claim that musician Jim Wilson recorded chirping crickets and then slowed the recording to
get a beautiful, melodic sound which he titled ‘God’s Chorus of Crickets.’ Turns out, that’s almost
true. The sound is crickets chirping, but the musician had to manipulate the noise a little more than
simply slowing it down to get the sound of human voices out of singing insects.
You can follow this link to an article by The Huffington Post that includes links to hear both the
rumored ‘God’s Chorus’ and another slowed recording of crickets that is a bit more accurate: http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/25/slow-motion-crickets_n_4326503.html

