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ACBA Events at a 

glance 

Next ACBA meeting:  

Saturday 

February 24th 

12pm 

At the OSU extension 

office 

You do not need to 

be a member to 

attend. Bring a dish to 

share. Topic will be 

open discussion. 
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Current events from the Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association 

and bee news in general 

The ACBA Holiday 
Party  
Fun was had by all 

attendees of the ACBA 

holiday party in 

December, with lots of 

good food, good cheer, 

and good conversation 

to go around.  

Members shared some 

of their favorite dishes made with honey, including 

honey wheat bread, honey butter, and honey 

chocolate truffles! The turkey was provided by 

James Baker and Dennis Krause. 

Many members brought in honey from their own 

hives for everyone to taste. It was interesting to 

see and taste the different colors and flavors of 

honey that came from different areas of the 

county. There were also examples of differences 

in honey from the same apiary from one year to 

the next and even one month to the next! 

Members also brought in creamed honey, a 

delicious treat! 

This newsletter was written and designed by James Baker. Questions or comments, please call (440) 645-0659 

Right: One festive ACBA member shows off her en-

thusiasm for beekeeping with bee-themed boots. 

Below: Various honey samples are brought in by 

ACBA members.  

Photos courtesy: James Baker 
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TIPS FOR NEWBEES: 

Online education 

 

Winter is a great time to catch up on bee-reading: to study up on bee biology, care 

practices, inspection/treatment methods, etc.  

The hive is quiet right now, requiring only occasional short visits to clear snow or 

dead bees from the entrance and maybe give the hive a listen with a stethoscope. 

The cluster should start the winter low in the box and move upward as they eat 

through their resources, so listening to locate the cluster can be a good indication of 

where they are for the season; if the cluster is very high, they may not have enough 

food for the rest of the winter. You can help them out by feeding sugar bricks or dry 

sugar, but do not give them liquid feed or pollen patties. Wait for a warm day to take 

the lid off the hive. 35-40° is OK, but slightly lower temps can be tolerated if you are 

quick and don’t disturb the cluster. Just take the lid off, put your sugar in, and close it 

up again. I, personally, would not open the lid at all if temps are below 20°. If there is 

any possibility that I can wait for temps to get above freezing, I will. That’s just a per-

sonal preference.  

Winter is also a great time to assess your goals for the coming year. Take a look at 

your inventory to determine whether you need to increase supplies or wooden ware, 

and get anything you need ordered and built so your are prepared for the coming 

season. Spring comes earlier than you might think! For bees, Spring begins around 

February or March! The days are already getting longer, so now is the time to pre-

pare for summer. How many hives do you want to run next year? Will you need to 

replace any boxes, bottom boards, or aging frames? Do you plan on catching 

swarms, making splits, or selling honey? Now is the time to make these decisions, 

and to plan your equipment purchases accordingly. You don’t want to be caught off-

guard in the summer and have to pay extra for rush shipping!  

There is a lot of great information on the Internet, some of which I’ve shared with you 

in past editions of this newsletter. Let’s take a look at some online resources that 

might be helpful for newbees and experienced ‘beeks’ (beekeepers) alike.  

How to make a candy board            

Overwintering bees 1 

Overwintering bees 2               

Overwintering bees 3 

University of Guelph: beekeeping basics and beyond  

Ohio State Beekeepers Association Training Program  

Identifying American Foulbrood  

Alcohol Wash Method for Mite Testing 

Sugar shake Method for Mite Testing 

More Varroa Mite Resources 

Description of Overwintering Bees Using Two-Queen Colonies 

How to Recognize Non-Acceptance of a Newly-Introduced Queen 

Detailed Explanation of the Waggle Dance 

Hive inspection sheet #1 

Hive Inspection Sheet #2 

https://youtu.be/E_WLCc21-Hk
https://youtu.be/B-1kyrpvsug
https://youtu.be/OD3Mnu0x9JA
https://youtu.be/O2xRs7u6WUg
http://www.uoguelph.ca/honeybee/videos.shtml
http://www.ohiostatebeekeepers.org/beekeeping_class/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2Aa56jut7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36oHVUl3INA
https://www.perfectbee.com/blog/obtaining-and-assessing-varroa-mite-count/
https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/varroa/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IFx8Q8m129a2SKImJ8MlAUNsG1m9uXG2LYXlTITWQg8/mobilebasic
https://www.facebook.com/1734758210079639/videos/1989056301316494/
https://www.facebook.com/tapcomb/videos/1543969442358252/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3btyn1twxdx26bj/Dadant%20hive%20inspection%20sheet.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/r2z981n2s1kxfm0/KVBA_Hive_Inspection_Sheet.pdf?dl=0
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Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s  

Association news and events 
Next meeting: Saturday, February 24th. Potluck at 12pm, meeting at 1pm. No cost to attend. 

Beginning Beekeeping Class will be held March 10th. Cost is $15. 

The Ashtabula County Beekeeper’s Association can be contacted through Facebook by clicking 

this link or by searching Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association.  

Meet the Members: James Baker & 

Dennis Krause 

James Baker and Dennis Krause have been members 

of the Ashtabula County Beekeepers Association since 

2014 and have been beekeepers for three years. They 

live in Jefferson Twp and currently have five hives. 

Their honey won the blue ribbon in the 2017 Ashtabula 

County Fair.  

Below is a picture of their bee yard taken this summer. 

The bee yard is surrounded by an electric fence to de-

ter bears.  

On the top right is a picture of one of their hives taken 

in December. The bees are taking advantage of a rare 

warm day to make cleansing flights and stretch their 

wings. The hive is wrapped with a Bee Cozy hive wrap 

that acts as a windbreak and insulator but allows venti-

lation of the hive. You can see the hive entrance is 

open and accessible, and there is also a vent hole/ bee 

escape in the top portion of the hive (not 

pictured). 

On the middle right is their blue ribbon 

honey. The picture on the far right 

shows the clarity of the honey.  

If you would like to showcase your bee 

yard, hives, honey, or bees, email your 

favorite pictures and your information to 

James Baker at 

krause61@roadrunner.com 

https://www.facebook.com/AshtabulaCountyBeekeepersAssoc/

